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THE CHARTER. 



Charles the Second, by the grace of God, 
king of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, Ac. to all to whom these 
presents shall come, greeting : Whereas we have 
been informed, by the humble petition of our trusty 
and well belovea subject, John Clarke, on the be- 
half of Benjamin Arnold, William Brenton, Wil- 
ifam Coddington, Nicholas Easton, William Bonis 
ton, John Porter, John Smith, Samuel Gorton, 
John Weeks, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, 
Gregory Dexter, John Coggeshall, Joseph Clarke, 
Randall Holden, John Greene, JohnRoome, Sam- 
uel Wildbore, William Field, James Barker, Rich- 
ard Tew, Thomas Harris, and William Dyre, and 
the rest of the purchasers and free inhabitants of 
our island called Rhode-Island, and the rest of the 
colony of Providence Plantations, in the Narra- 
gansett Bay, in New-England, in America, that 
they, pursuing, with peaceable and loyal minds, 
their sober, serious and religious intentions, of 
godly edifying themselves, and one another, in the 
holy Christian faith and worship, as they were per- 
suaded ; together with the gainmg over and con- 
version of the poor ignorant Indian .natives, in 
those parts of America, to the sincere profession 
and obedience of the same faith and worship, did, 
not only by the consent and good encouragement 
of our royal progenitors, transport themselves out 
of this kingdom of England into America, but al- 
so, since their arrival there, after their first settle- 
ment amongst other our subjects in those parts, 
for the avoiding of discord, and those many evils 
which were likely to ensue upon some of those 
our subjeotu not being able to bear, in these remote 
parts, tneir different apprehensions in religious 
concernments, and in pursuance of the aforesaid 
ends, did once again leave their desirable stations 
and habitations, and with excessive labor and tra- 
^1, hazard and charge,, did transplant themselves 
into the midst of the Indian natives, who, as we 
are informed, are the most potent princes and peo- 
ple of all that country; where, by the good Provi- 
dence of God, from whom the Plantations have 
taken their name, upon their labour and industry, 
they have not only been preserved to admiration, 
but have increased and prospered, and are seized 
and possessed, by purchase and consent of the said 
natives, to their full content, of such lands, islands, 
riyers, harbors and roads, as are very convenient, 
both for plantations, and also for building of ships, 
supply 01 pipe-staved, and other merchandize ; and 
which lie very commodious, in many respects for 
commerce, and to accommodate our southern 
plantations, and may much advance the trade of 
this our realm, and greatly enlarge the territories 
thereof; they having, by near neighborhood to 
'and friendly society with the great body of the 
Narracransett Indians, given them encouragement, 
of their own accord, to subject themselves, their 
people and lands, unto us ; whereby, as is hoped, 
there may, in time, by the i>les8ing of GoQ upon 
their endeavors, be laid a suie foundation of hap- 
piness to all America : And whereas, in their hum*^ 
l3le address, they have freely declared, that it is 
much on their hearts (if they may be permitted) 



flourishing civil state may stand and best be main- 
tained, and that among our English subjects, with 
a full liberty in religious concernments ; and thaf 
true piety, rightly grounded upon gospel princi- 
ples, will give the best and greatest security to 
sovereignly, and will lay in the hearts of men the 
strongest obligations to true loyalty : Now know 
ye, that we, being willing to encourage the hope- 
ful undertaking of our said loyal and loving sub- 
jects, and to secure them in the free exercise and 
enjoyment ot all their civil and religious rigliis» 
appertaining to them, as our loving subjects; and 
to preserve unto them that liberty, in the true 
Christian faith and worship of God, which they 
have sought with so much travel, and with peace- 
able minds, and Foyal subjection to our royal pro- 
genitors and ourselves, to enjoy ; and because 
some of the people and inhabitants of the same 
colony cannot, in their private opinions, fonfurm 
to thb public exercise of religion, according to the 
liturgy, forms and ceremonies of the Church of 
England, or take or subscribe the oaths and arti- 
cles made and established in that behalf; and ior 
that the same, by reason of the remote distances 
of those places, will (as we hope) be no breach of 
the unity and uniibimity established in this na- 
tion: Have therefore thought fit, and do hereby 
publish, grant, ordain and declare, Tiiat our ro\'al 
will and pleasure is, that no person within the siiid 
colony, at any time hereafter, shall be any wise 
molested, punished, disquieted, or called in ques- 
tion, for any differences in opinion in matters of 
religion, and do not actually disturb the civil peace 
of our said colony ; but that all and every person 
and persons may, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, freely 'and fully have and enjoy 
his and their own judirments apd consciences, in 
matters of reliofious concewiments, throughout the 
tract of land hereafter mentioned, they behaving 
themselves peaceably and quietly, and not using 
this liberty to licentiousness and profaneness, nor 
to the civil injury or outward disturbance of oth- 
ers ; any law, statute, or clause, therein contain- 
ed, or to be contained, usage or custom of this 
realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wise, not- 
withstanding. And that they may be in the bet- 
ter capacity to defend themselves, in their just 
rights and liberties, against all the enemies of the 
Christian faith, and others, in all respects, we 
have further thought fit, and at the humble peti- 
tion of the persons aforesaid are graciously pleased 
to declare. That thev shall have and enjoy the 
benefit of our late act of indemnity and free par- 
don, as the rest of our subjects in other our do- 
minions and territories have ; and to create and 
make them a body politic or corporate, with the 
powers and privileges hereinafter mentioned. — 
And accordingly our will and pleasure is, and of 
our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere 
motion, we have ordained, constituted and declar- 
ed, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
successors, do ordain, constitute and declare. That 
they, the said William Brenton, William Cod- 
dington, Nicholas Easton, Benedict Arnold, Wil- 
liam Boulston, John Porter, Samuel Gorton, John 
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Olucy, Gregory Dcxlcr, John Coggcshall, Joseph 
Clarke, Ilandall Holdeii, John Greene, John 
lloome, William Dyre, Samuel Wildbore, Richard 
Tew, William Field, Thomas Harris, James Bar 

Iter, ilainsborrow, Williams, and 

Jolin Nickson, and all such others as now are, or 
hereafter shall'b'', admitted and made free of the 
company and society of our colony of Providence 
iMantaiions, in the Narragansett Bay, in New- 
]Lni»land, shall be, from time to time, and forever 
lierearter, a body corporate and politic, in fact and 
name, by the name of The Governor and Com- 
pany of the English Colony of Rhode-Island and 
Providence Plantations, in New- England, in 
America ; and that, by the same name, they and 
their successors shall and may liave perpetual suc- 
cession, and shall and may b^ persons able and ca- 
pable, in the law, to sue and be sued, to plead and 
he impleaded, to answer and be answered unto, to 
defend and to be defended, in all and singular 
suits, causes, quarrels, matters, actions and things, 
of whatliind or nature soever ; and also to have, 
take, possess, acquire and purchas^^, lands, tene- 
ments or hereditaments, or any goods or chattels, 
and the same to lease, grant, demise, aliene, bar- 
gain, sell and dispose of, at, their own will and 
jileasure, as other our liefje people, of this our 
realm of Enghind, or any corporation or body poli- 
tic within the same, may lawfully do. And fur- 
ther, that they the said Governor and Company, 
and their successors, shall and may, forever here- 
alYer, have a common seal, to serve and use for all 
matters, causes, things and affairs, whatsoever, of 
them and their successors ; and the same seal to 
alter, change, break, and make new, from time to 
lime, at theii will and pleasure, as they shall think 
fit. And further, we will and ordain, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, 
do declare and appoint, that, for the better order- 
ing and managing of the afJairs and business of 
the said Company, and tiieir successors, there 
eiiall be one Governor, one Deputy- Governor, and 
ten Assistants, to be, Ircm time to time, constitu- 
ted, elected and c'losen, out of the iVeemen of tlie 
said Company, for the time being, in such manner 
and form as is hereallcr in th.ese presents express- 
ed ; which said oflicjers shall apply themselves to 
take care for the best disposipg and ordering of 
the general business and afl'airs of and concern- 
inor the lands andliereditaments hereinafter men- 
tioned to b^ granted,- and the plantation thereof, 
and the government of tlie people there. And, 
for 'he better execution of our royal pleasure here- 
in,*we do, for us, our heirs and 8uecessors. assign, 
name, constitute and appoint the aforesaid Bene- 
dict Arnold to be the first and present Governor 
of tlie'said Company, and the said William Bren- 
ton to be the Deputy-Governor, and the said Wil- 
liam Boulston, John Porter, Roger Williams, 
Thomas Olney, John Smith, John Greene, John 
Coggeshall, James Barker, William Field, and Jo- 
Beph Clarke, to be the ten present Assistants of the 
said Company, to cor^inue in the said several ofH- 
ces, res^iectively, until the first Wednesday which 
shall be in* the month of May new next coming. — 
And further, we will, and by these piesents, for 
us, our heirs and successors, do ordain and grant, 
tlmt the Governor of the said Company; for the 
time bemg, or, in his absence, by occasion of sick- 
ness, or otherwise, by his leave and permission, 
the Deputy-Governor, for the time being, shall 



and may, from time to time, ujran all occasions^ 
give order for the assembling ot the said Compa- 
ny., and calling them together, to conmit and ad- 
vise of the busmess and affairs of the said Compa- 
ny. And that forever hereafter, twice in every 
year, that is to say, on every fir»t Wednesday in 
the month of May, and on everj last Wednesday 
in October, or oftener, in caM it shall be requi- 
site, the Assistants, and such of the freemen of 
the said Company, not exceeding six persons for 
Newport, four persons for each of the respective 
towns ot Providence, Portsmouth and Warwick, 
and two persons for each other place, town or 
city, who shall be, from time to time, thereunto 
elected or deputed by the major part of the free- 
men of the respective towns or places for which 
they shall be so elected or deputed, shall have a 
general meeting or assembly, then and there to 
consult, advise and determine, in and about the 
affairs and business of ttie said Company and 
Plantations. ^A^i^d further, we do, of our especial 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, give 
and grant unto the said Governor and Company 
of the Engi^ ccDony of Rhode-Island and Provi- 
dence Pluntniolis, in Nevv-Kngland, in America, 
and their successors, that the Governor, or, in 
his absence, or by his permission, the Deputy- 
Governor of the said Company, for the time be- 
ing, the Assistants, and such of the freemen ot 
the said Company as shall be so as aforesaid elect- 
ed or deputed, or so many of them as shall be 
present at such meeting or assembly, as aforesaid, 
shall be called the General Assembly ; and that 
they, or the greatest'*part of them then present, 
whereof the Governor or Deputy- Governor, and 
six of the Assistants, at least to be seven, shall 
have, and have hereby given and granted unto 
them, full power and authority, from time to time, 
<and at all times hereafter, to appoint, *aiter and 
change, sucli days, times and places of meeting 
and General Assembly, as they shall think (it ; 
and to choose, nominate and appoint, such and so 
many other persons as they shall think lit, and 
shall be willing to accept the same, to be free ' 
the said Company and body politic, and them in- 
to the same to admit ; and to elect and constitute 
such oflices and officers, and to grant such need- 
f'jl commissions, as.they shall think fit and requi- 
site, for the ordering, managing and despatching 
of the afl'airs of the said Governor and Company, 
and their successors ; and, from time to time, to 
make, ordain,*^ constitute or repeal, such laws, 
statutes, orders and ordinances, forms and cere- 
monies of government and magistracy, as to them 
shall seem meet, for the good and welfare of the 
said Company, and for the government and order- 
ing of the lands and hereditaments, hereinafter 
mentioned to be granted, and of the people that 
do, or at any time hereafter shall, inhabit or be 
within the same; so as such laws, ordinances and 
constitutions, so made, be not contrary and repug- 
nant unto, but, as near as may be, agreeable to the 
laws of this our realm of England, considering the 
nature and constitution of the place and people 
there ; and also to appoint, order and direct, erect 
and settle, such places and courts of jurisdiction, 
for the bearing and determining of all actions, ca- 
ses, matters and tbmgs, happening within the said 
colony and plantation, and which shall be in dis- 
pute, and depending there, as they shall thmk fit : 
and also to distinguish and set forth the several 



names and titles, duties, powers and limits, oieach 
court, office and officer, superior and inferior ; 
and also to contrive and appoint such iorms of 
oaths and attestations, not repugnant, but, as neai- 
as may be, agreeable, as aforesaid, to the laws and 
statutes of this* our realm, as are convenient and 
requisite, with respect to the due administration 
of justice, and due execution and discharge of all 
offices and places of trust by the persons that shall 
be therein concerned ; and also to regulate and 
order the way and manner of all elections to offi- 
ces and places of trust, and to prescribe, limit and 
distinguish the numbers and bounds ot all places, 
towns or cities, within the limits and bounds here- 
inafler mentioned, and not herein particularly 
named, who have, or shall have, the power ot 
electmg and sending of freemen to the said Gen- 
eral Assembly; and also to order, direct and au- 
thorize the imposing of lawful and reasonable fines, 
multcs, imprisonments, and executing other pun- 
ishments, pecuniary and corporal, upon offenders 
and delinquents, according to the course of other 
corporations within this our kingdom of England^ 
and again to alter, revoke, annul or pardon, under 
their common seal, or otherwise, such fines, mulcts, 
imprisonments, sentences, judgments and con- 
demnations, as shall be thought fit ; and to direct, 
rule, order and dispose of, all other matters and 
things, and particularly that which relates to the 
making of purchases of the native Indians, as to 
them shall seem meet ; whereby our said people 
and inhabitants, in the said Plantations, may be 
so religiously, peaceably and civilly governed, as 
that, by their good life and orderly conversation, 
they may win and invite the native Indians of the 
country to the knowledge and obedience of the 
only true God, and Saviour of mankind ; willing, 
commanding and reqiiiringf, and by these presents, 
for us, our heirs and successors, ordaining and ap- 
pointing, that ail such laws, statutes, orders and 
ordinances, instructions, impositions and direc- 
tions, as shall be so made b^the Governor, Depu- 
ty-Governor, Assistants and freemen, or such 
number of them as aforesaid, and published in 
writing, under their common seal, shall be care- 
fully and duly observed, kept, performed and put 
in execution, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the same. And these our letters pa- 
tent, or the duplicate or exemplification thereof, 
shall be to all and every such officers, superior or 
inferior, from time to time, for the putting of the 
s^ime orders, laws, statutes, ordinances, instruc 
tions and directions, in due execution, against us, 
our heirs and successors, a sufficient warrant and 
discharge. And further, our will and pleasurfe is, 
and we do hereby, for us, our heirs and succes- 
8ors, establish and ordain, that yearly, once in the 
year, forever hereafler, namely, the aforesaid Wed- 
nesday in May, and at the town of Newport, or 
eise where, if urgent occasion do require, the Gov- 
ernor, Deputy-Governor and Assistants of the said 
company, and other officers of the said company, 
or such ot them as the General Assembly shall 
think fit, shall be, in the said General Court or 
Assembly'to be held from that day or time, newly 
chosen for the year ensuing, by such greater part 
of the said Company, for the time bemg, as shall 
l>e then and there present ; and if it shall happen 
that the present Governor, Deputy- Governor and 
Assistants, by these presents appointed, or any 
such as shall hercat"ter b^ newly chosen into their 



rooms, or any of them, or any other the officers of 
the said Company, shall, die or be removed from 
his or their several offices or places, before the 
said general day of election, (whom we do hereby 
declai e, for any misdemeanor or default, to be re- 
movable by the Governor, Assistants and Compa- 
ny, or such greater part of them, in any of the 
said public courts, to be assembled as aforesaid,) 
that then, and in every such case, it shall and may 
be lawful to and for the said Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, Assistants and Company aforesaid, or 
such greater part of them, so to be assembled as is 
aforesaid, in any their assemblies, to proceed to a 
new election of one or more of their Company, in 
the room or place, rooms or places, of such officer 
or officers, so dying or removed, according to 
their discretions ; and immediately upon and afler 
such election or elections made of such Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, Assistant or Assistants, or any 
other officer of fhe said Company, in manner and 
form aforesaid, the authority, office and power, be- 
fore given to the former Governor, Deputy- Gov- 
ernor, and other officer and officers, so removed, 
in whose stead and place new shall be chosen, 
shall, as to him and them, and every of them, re- 
spectively, cease and determine : Provided always^ 
and our will, and pleasure is, that at well such as 
are by these presents appointed to be the present 
Governor, Deputy- Governor and Assistants, of 
the said Company, as those that shall succeed . 
them, and all other officers to be appointed and 
chosen as aforesaid, shall, before the undertaking 
the execution of the said offices and places respect- 
ively, give their solemn engagement, by oath, or 
otherwise, for the due and faithful performance of 
their duties in their several offices and places, be- 
fore such person or persons as are by these pre- 
sents hereafter appointed to take And receive the 
same, that is to say : the said Benedict Arnold, 
who is hereinbefore nominated and appointed the 
present Governor of the said Company, shall give 
the aforesaid engagement before William tirenton, 
or an}' two of the said Assistants of the said Com- 
pany ; unto whom we do by these presents give 
full power and authority to require and receive 
the same; and the said William Brenton, who is 
hereby before nominated and appointed the pre- 
sent Deputy-Governor ofthe said Company, sliall 
give the aforesaid engagement before the said 
Benedict Arnold, or any two of the Assistants of 
the said Company ; unto whom we do by these 
presents give full power and authority to require 
and receive the same ; and the said William Bouls- 
ton, John Porter, Roger Williams, Thomas 01- 
ney, John Smith, John Greene, John Coggsshall, 
James Barker, Willliam Field, and Joseph Cmrke, 
who are hereinbefore nominated and appointed 
the present Assistants ofthe said Company, shall 
give the said engagement to their offices and pla- 
ces respectively belonging, before the said Bene- 
dict Arnold and William Brenton, or one of them; 
to whom respectively we do hereby give full pow- 
er and authority to require, Administer or receive 
the same : and further, our will and pleasure is, 
that all and every other future Governor or Depu- 
ty-Governor, to be elected and chosen by virtue 
of these presents, shall give the said engagement 
before two or more of the said Assistants of the 
said Company for the time being ; unto whom wc 
do by these presents give full power and authori- 
ty to require, administer or receive the same ; and 



the said Assistants, and every of them, and ail 
and every other officer or officers to be hereafter 
elected and chosen by virtue of these presents, 
from time to time, shall give the like engagements, 
to their offices and places respectively belonging, 
before the Govtsrnor' or Deputy-Governor for the 
time being: unto which said Governor, or Deputy- 
Governor, we do by these presents give full pow- 
er and authority to require, administer or receive 
the same accordingly. And we do likewise, for 
us, our heirs and successors, give and grant unto 
the said Governor and Company, and their suc- 
cessors, by (hese presents, that, for the more peace- 
able and orderly government of the said Planta- 
tions, it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, Assistants, and all other offi- 
cers and ministers of the said Company, in the ad- 
ministration of justice, and exercise of government, 
in the said Plantations, to use, exercise, and put 
in execution, such methods, rules, orders and di- 
rections, not being contrary or repugnant to the 
laws and statutes of this our realm, as have been 
' heretofore given, used and accustomed, in such 
cases respectively, to be put in practice, until at 
the next, or some other General Assembly, spe- 
cial provision shall be made and ordained m the 
cases aforesaid. And we do further, for us, our 
heirs and successors, give and grant unto the said 
Governor and Company, and their successors, by 
these presents, that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said Governor, or, in his absence, the 
Deputy-Governor^ and major part of the said As> 
sistants, lor the time bein^, at any time when the 
«aid General Assembly is not sitting, to nominate, 
appoint and constitute, such and so many com- 
roanJers, governors and military officers, as to 
them shall seem requisite, for the leading, con- 
ducting and training up the inhabitants of the 
said Plantations in martial aifairs, and for the de- 
fence and safeguard of the said Plantations 4 and 
that it shall and may be lawful to and for all and 
every such commander, governor and military 
officer, that shall be so as atbresaid, or by the Gov- 
ernor, or, in his absence, the Deputy-Governor, 
and SIX of the.said Assistants, and major part of 
the freemen of the said Company present at any 
General- Assemblies, nominated, apyjointed and 
constituted, according to the tenor of his and their 
respective commissions and directions, to assem- 
ble, exercise in arms, martial array, and put in 
warlike posture, the inhabitants of the said colony, 
for their special defence and safety ; and to lead 
and conduct the said inhabitants, and to encoun- 
ter, expulse, expel and resist, by force of arms, as 
well by sea as Oy land, and also to kill, slay and 
destroy, by all fitting ways, enterprizes and means 
whatsoever, aH and every such person or persons 
as shall, at any time hereafter, attempt or enter- 
prize the destruction, invasion, detriment or an- 
noyance of the said inhabitants or Plantations ; 
and to use and exercise the law martial in such 
cases only as occasion shall necessarily require ; 
and to take or surprise, by all ways and means 
whatsoever, all and every such person and per- 
sons, with th«ir ship or ships, armor, ammunition, 
or other goods of such persons as shall, in hostile 
manner, invade or attempt the defeating of the 
said Plantation, or the hurt of the said Company 
and inhabitants; and, upon just causes, to invade 
and destroy the native Indians, or other enemies 
of the saifl! Colosiy. Nevertheless, our will and 



pleasure is, and w« do liereby declare to the rest of 
our Colonics in New-England, That it shall not 
be lawful for this our said Colony of Rhode-Island 
and Providence Plantations, in America, in New- 
England, to invade the natives inhabiting within 
the bounds and limits of their said Colonies, with- 
out the knowledge ond consent of the said other 
Colonies. And it is hereby declared, that it shall 
not be lawful to or for the rest of the Colonies to 
invade or molest the native Indians, or any other 
inhabitants, inhabiting within the bounds and lira- 
its hereafter mentioned, (they having subjected 
themselves unto us, ar«d being by us taken into 
our special protection,) without the knowledge 
and consent of the Governor and Company of our 
Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence Planta- 
tionk. Albo our will and pleasure is, and we do 
hereby declare unto all Christian Kings, Princes 
and Slates, that if any person, which shall hereaf- 
ter be of the said Company or Plantation, or any 
other, by appointment of tlie said Governor and 
Company for the time being, shall, at any time or 
times hereafter, rqja or spoil, by sea or kind, or do 
any hurt or unlawful hostility to any of the sub- 
jects of us, our heirs or successors, or any of the 
subjects of any Prince or State, being then in 
league with us, our heirs or successors, upon com- 
plaint of such injury Jone to any such Prince or 
State, or their subjects, we, our heirs and succes- 
sors, will make open proclamation within any parts 
of our realm of England, fit for that purpose, that 
the person or personi committing any such rob- 
bery or spoil ehall, within the time limited by such 
proclamation, make full restitution or satisfaction 
of all such injuries, done or committed, so as the 
said Prince, or others so complaining, may be fully 
satisfied and contented; and, if the said person or 
persons who shall commit any such robbery or 
spoil, shall not make satisfaction, accordingly, 
within such time, so to be limited, that then we, 
our heirs and successors, will put such person or 
persons out of our allegiance and protection ; and 
that then it shall and may be lawful and free for 
all Princes or others, to prosecute, with hostility, 
such offenders, and every of them, their and every 
of their procurers, aiders, abettors and counsellors, 
in that behalf: Provided nfso^ and our express will 
and pleasure is, and we do, by these presents, for 
us, our heirs mid successors, ordain and appoint, 
that these presents shall not, in any manner, hi)^,- 
der any of ourloving subjects, whatsoever, from 
using and exercising the trade of fishing upon the 
coast of New-England, in America ; but that they, 
and every or any of ihern, shall have full and free 
power and liberty to continue and use the trade of 
fishing upon the said coast, in any of the seas 
thereunto adjoining, or any arms of the seas, or 
salt water, rivers and creeks, where they have 
been .iccustomed to fish ; and to build and set up- 
on the waste land, belonging to the said Colony 
and Plantations, such wharves, stftges and work- 
houses, as shall be necessary for the salting, dry- 
ing and keeping of their fish, to be taken or got- 
ten upon that coast. And furtlier, for the encour- 
agement of the inhabitants of our said Colony of 
Providence Plantations to set upon the business of 
taking whales, it shall be lawful tor them, or any 
of them, having struck whale, dubertus, or other 
great fish, it or them to pursue unto any part of 
that coast, and into any bay, river, cove, creek or 
siiore, belonging thereto, tind it or ihein, upon the 



said coast, or in the said bay, river, cove, creek or 
shore, belonging thereto, to kill and order for the 
best advantage, without molestation, they making 
no wilfub waste or spoil; any thing m these pre- 
sents contained, or any other matter or thing, to 
the contrary notwithstanding. And further also, 
we are graciously pleased, and do hereby declare, 
that it' any of the inhabitants of our said Colony 
do set upon the plantmg of vmeyards (the soil 
and climate both seeming naturally to concur to 
the production of wines) or be industrious in the 
discovery of fishing banks, in or about the said 
Colony, we will, from time to time, give and al- 
low all due and fitting encouragement therein, as 
to others in cases of like nature. And further, of 
our more ample grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion,'^we have given and granted,, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, 
do give and grant unto the said Governor and 
Company of the English Colony 'of Rhode- island 
and Frovidence Plantations, in the Narragansett 
Bay, in New-JEngland, in America, and to every 
inhabitant there, and to every person and peisons 
trading thither, and to every such person or per- 
sons as are or shall be free of the said Colony, full 
power and authority, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, to take, ship, transport and carry 
away, out of any of our realms and dominions, for 
and towards the plantation and defence of the said 
Colony, such and so many of our loving subjects 
and strangers as shall or will willingly accompany 
them in and to their said Colony and Plantation ; 
except such person or persons as are or shall be 
therein restrained by us, our heirs and successors, 
or any law or statute of this realm : and also to 
ship and transport all and all manner of goods, 
chattels, merchandizes, and other things whatso- 
ever, that are or shall be useful or necessary for 
the said Plantations, and.defence theieof, and usu- 
ally transported, and not prohibited by any law or 
statute of this our realm; yielding and paying 
unto us, our heirs and successors, such the duties, 
customs and subsidies, as are or ought to be paid 
or payable ibr the same. And further, our will 
and pleasure is, and we do, for us, our heirs and 
successors, ordain, declare and grant, unto the 
said Governor and Company, and their successors, 
that all and every the subjects of ns, our heirs and 
successors, which are already planted and settled 
within our said Colony of Provideni^ Plantations, 
or which shall hereafter go to inhabit within the 
said Colony, and all and every of their children, 
which have been born there, or which shall hap- 
pen hereafter to be born there, or on the sea, go- 
ing thither, or returning from lhf?nce, shall have 
and enjoy all liberties and immunities of free and 
natural subjects within any the dominions of us, 
our heirs or successors, to all intents, construc- 
tions and purposes, whatsoever, as if they, and ev- 
ery of them, were born within the realm of Eng- 
land. And further, know ye, that we, of our more 
abundant grace, certain knowledge and mere mo-' 
tion, have given, granted and confirmed, and, by 
these presents, lor us, our heirs and successors, do 
give, grant and confirm, unto the said Governor 
and Company, and their successors, all that part 
ot our dominions in New-England, in America, 
containing the Nahantick and JNanhyganset, alias 
Narragansett Bay, and countries and parts adja- 
cent, bounded on the west, or westerly, to the 
^niddle or channel of a river there, commonly 



called and known by the name of Pawcatuck, 
alius Pawcawtuck river, and so along the said 
rii^er, as the greater or middle stream thereof 
reacheth or lies up into the north country, north- 
ward, unto the head thereof, and from thence, by 
a strait line drawn due north, until it meets with 
the south line of the Massachusetts Colony ; and 
on the north, or northerly, by the aforesaid soutfi 
or southerly line of the iVlassachusetfs Colony or 
Plantation, and extendmg towards the east, or 
ea^)tvvardly, three English miles to the east and 
north-east of the most eastern and northeastern 
parts of the aforesaid Narragansett Bay, as the 
said bay lyeth or extendelh itself from the ocean 
on the south, or southwardly, unto the mouth of 
the river which runneth towards the town ot Pro- 
vidence, and from thence al«ng the eastward ly 
side or bank of the said river (higher called by the 
name ot Seacuuck river) up to the falls called Pa- 
tuckett falls, being the most westwardly line ot 
Plymouth Colony, and so from the said tiills, in a 
strait line, due north, until it meet with the afore- 
said line of the Massachusetts Colony ; and 
bounded on the south by the ocean: and, in piir 
ticular, the lands belonging to the towns of Pro- 
vidence, PawtuxCt, Warwick) Misquammacock, 
alias Pawcatuck, and the rest upon ttie mainland^ 
in the tract aforesaid, together with Rhode-Island, 
Block-island, and all the n.st of the islands and 
banks in the Narragansett Bay, and bordering up- 
on the coast of the tract aforesaid, (Fisher a Irel- 
and only excepted,) together with all firm lands, 
soils, grounds, havens, ports, rivers', waters, fish- 
ings, mines royal, and all other mines, minerals, 
precious stones, quarries, woods, wood-grounds, 
rocks, slates, and all and singular other commodi- 
ties, jurisdictions, royalties, privileges, franchises, 
preheminences and hereditaments, whatsoever, 
within the said tract, bounds, lands and islands, 
aforesaid, or to them or an^y of them belonging, or 
m any wise appertaining : to have and to Md the 
same, unto the said Governor and Company, and 
their successors, forever, upon trust, for the Use 
and benefit of themselves and their associates, 
freemen of the said Colony, their heirs and assigns', 
to be holden of us, our heirs and successors, as of 
the Manor of East- Greenwich, in our county ..I' 
Kent, in free and common soccage, and not iu 
cupite, nor by knight service ; yielding and pay- 
ing therefor, to us, our heirs and successors, only 
the titlh part of all the ore of gold and siIvct, 
which, from time to time, and at all times here- 
after, shall be there gotten, had, or obtained, in 
lieu und satisfaction of all services, duties, jfint-K, 
forfeitures, made or to be made, claims and de- 
mands whatsoever, to be to us, our heirs or suc- 
cessors, therefor or thereout rendered, made, or 
paid, any grant, or clause in a late grant, to the 
Governor and Company of Connecticut Colony, 
in America, to the contrary thereof in any wise 
notwithstanding ; the aforesaid Pawcatuck river 
having been yielded, after much debate, for the 
fixed and certain bounds between these our said 
Colonies, by the agents thereof; who have nho 
agreed, that the said Pawcatuck river shall be also 
called alias Norrogansett or Narrogansett river ; 
and, to prevent luture disputes* that otherwise 
might arise thereby, for ever hereafter shall be 
construed, deemed and taken to be the NarroLMu- 
sett river in our late grant to Connecticirt Colony 
mentioned as the easterly bounds of that Colony. 



And further, onr will and pleasure is, thai in all 
matters of public controversy, which may fajl out 
bt»tween our Colony of l^rovidonce Planlatious, 
and th« rest of our Colonics in New-England, it 
shall and may be lawful to and for the Governor 
and Company of the said Colony of Providence 
i'lantations, to make their appeals therein to us, 
our heirs and succeesors, for redress in such cases, 
within this our realm of England : and that it shall 
ue lawful to and for the inhabitants of the said 
Colony of Providence Plantations, without let or 
molestation, to pass and repass, with ireedop, in- 
to and through the rest ot the English Colonies, 
upon their lawful and civil occasions, and to con- 
verse, and hold' commerce and trade, with such ol 
the inhabitants of oifr other English Colonies as 
shall be willing to admit them thereunto, they be- 
iiaving themselves peaceably among them ; any 
act, clause, or sentence, in any of the said Colo 
nies provided, or that shall be provided, to the con- 
trary in any wise notwithstanding. And lastly, 
we do, for us, our heirs and successors, ordain and 
^rant unto the said Governor and Company, and 
tlieir successors, by these presents, that those our 
letters patent shall be firm, good, efloctual, and 



available in aH tiling's in the law, to all intents, 
constructions and purposes whatsoever, according 
to our true intent and meaning hereinbefore de- 
clared ; <ind shall be construed, reputed and ad- 
judged m all cases most favorably on the behalf, 
and for the best beneftt and behoof, of the said 
Governor and Company, and their successors ; 
although express mention of tlie true yearly value 
or certainty of the premises, or any ot them, or of 
any other gifts or grants by us, op by any of our 
progenitors or predecessors, iieretofore^ made to 
the said Governor and Company of the English 
Colony of llhode-lsland and Providence l^lanta 
tions, in the Narraganselt Bay, New-England, in 
America, in these presents is not made, or any 
statute, act, ordinance, provision, proclamation or 
restriction, heretofore had, made, enacted, ordain- 
ed or provided, or any other n)atter, cause or thing 
whatsoever, to the contrary thereof in any wise 
notwithstandinij. In witness whereof, we have 
caused these our letters to be made patent. Wit- 
ness ourself at Westminster, the eighth day of 
July, in the fifteenth year of our leTirn. 

By the King: HOWARD. 



BILL OF RIGHTS. 



Jin Met declaratory of certain rights of tke people 

of this State. 

Whereas the General Assembly of this State 
have from time to time passed sundry acts, de- 
claratory ot the rights of the people thereof; and 
whereas a declaration of certain rights is deemed 
by this Assembly to be highly proper and neces- 
sary, both for the administration ot justice and the 
security of said rights : 

Be it therefore enacted by this General MssembCy, 
and by the authority thereof it is enacted^ That the 
people of this State are entitled, among other im- 
t>ortant and essential rights, to the righu hereafter 
enumerated, and that the same are and hereby 
are declared to be the inherent and unquestionable 
rights of the people inhabiting within the limits 
and jurisdiction of this State : that the political 
axioms, or truths, hereinafter mentioned and de- 
clared, are, and ought to be, of paramount obliga 
tion in all legislative, judicial and executive pro- 
ceedings, which shall be had or done therein, un- 
der the authority thereof." 

Section 1. Every person within this State ought 
lo find a certain remedy, by having recourse to 
the laws, for ail injuries or wrongs which he may 
receive in his person, property or character. He 
ought to obtaiti right and justice freely, and with- 
out being obliged to purchase it ; completely, and 
without any denial ; promptly, and without de- 
lay ; conformably to the laws. 

Sec. 2. The right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers and possessions, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 
not be violated ; and no warrant shall issue, but 
on complaint in writing, upon probable cause, 
suppctfted by oath or affirination, and describing, 
us. nearly as may be, the place to be searched, and 
the persons or things to be seized. 

Sec. 3. No person shall be holden .to answer a 
capital or other infamous crime, unless on pre- 



sentment or indictment by a grand jury, except 
in cases arising in the land or naval iorces, or in 
the rnilitif^ when in actual service, in time of war 
or public clanger. No person shall, for the same 
offence, be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb. 
' Sec. 4. Excessive* bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fices imposed, nor cruel punishments 
inflicted, and all punishments ought to be propor- 
tioned to the offence. 

Sec. 5. All prisoners shall be bailable by suffi- 
cient sureties, unless for capital ofiences, when 
the proof is evident, or presumption great ; and 
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall noi 
be suspended, unless when, in cases of rebellion 
or invasion, the public safety may require it. 

Sec. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accus- 
ed shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public 
trial, by an impartial jury ; to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation, to be confront- 
ed with the witnesses against him, to have com- 
pulsory process for obtaining them in his favor, 
and to have the assistance of counsel for his de- 
fence; nor can he be deprived of bis life, liberty 
or property, unless by the judgment of his peers, 
or the Jaw of the land. 

Sec. 7. The person of a debtor, when there is 
not strong presumption of fraud, ought not to be 
continued in prison, afler delivering up his estate 
for the benefit of his creditors, in such manner as 
shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 8. Retrospective laws punishing ofiences 
committed before the existence of such laws, are 
oppressive and unjust, and ouorht not to be made, i 

Sec. 9. No man in the courts of common law i 
ought to be compelled to give evidence against ' 
himself. 

Sec. 10. Every man being presumed to be in- 
nocent, until he" has been pronounced guilty by 
the^aw, all acts of severity that are not necessary 
to secure an accused person ought to be repre.«'sed. \ 
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DECLARATION OF KELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 



f/i Act relative to religioys freedom:^ and the main' 
tenance of ministers. 
Whereas Almighty God hath create^d ijje mind 
ree ; that all attempis to influence it liy temporal 
»unishment8 or burthens, or by civil incapacita- 
ions, tend only to beget habits of hypocricy and 
aeanness, and are a departure from the plan of 
he holy author of our religion, who being Lord 
•oth of body aiyi mind, yet cl;K)se not to propagate 
L by coercions on either, as was in hi^ almighty 
lowertodo; thai the presumption of legislators 
nd rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, who be- 
ag themselves but fallible and uninspired men, 
have assumed dominion over the faith of others, 
etting up their own opinions and modes of think- 
ig as the only true and infallible, and as such en- 
eavoring to impose them on others, hath estab- 
shed and maintained false religions over the 
reatest part of the world, and through all time ; 
lat to compel a man to furnish contributions of 
>oney for the propagation ,(5f opinions which he 
Tsbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical ; th&t even 
19 forcing him to support this or that teacher, of 
IS own religious persuasion, is depriving him of 
)e comfortable liberty of giving his contributions 
) the particular pastor whose morals he would 
lake his pattern, and whose powers ho feels most 
L^rsuasive to righteousness, and is withdrawmg 
'om the ministry those temporary rewards, which, 
roceeding ^om an approbation of their personal 
Dnduct, are an adiiitional incitement tg earnest 
id unremitting labours for the instruction 'of 
lankind ; that our civil rights have no depen- 
pnce on our religious opmione ; that therefore the 
roscribing any citizen* as unworthy the public 
Dnfidence, by layiog upon him an incapacity of 
sing.called to offices of trust and emolument, un- 
S8 he profess or renounce this or that religious 
[>inion, is depriving him injuriously oi those pri- 
ileges and advantages to which in common with 
is lellow-citizens he has a natural right ; that it 
^nds-only to corrupt the principles of that reli- 
ion it i» meant to encourage, by bribing, with » 



monopoly of worldly honors and emolumentn^ 
those who will externally profess and ieonfbrm to 
it; that thoogh indeed 'those are criminal who do 
not withstand such temptation, yet neither are 
those innocent who lay the bait in their way ; 
that to suffer the civil magistrate lo intrude his 
powers into the field of opinion, and- to restrain 
the profession or t>ropagatioa of principles on sup- 
position of their ill tendency, is a dangerous falla- 
cy, which at once destroys all religious liberty, 
because he, being of course judge of that tenden- 
cy; will make his opinions the rule of judgment, 
and approve or condemn the sentiments of otlier» 
only as they shall square with or differ from hia 
own ; that it is lime enough,-for the rightful pur- 
poses of civil government, for its officers to inter- 
tere when principles break out into overt acts 
against peace and good order; and, finally, that 
truth is great, and will prevail it left to herself; 
that she is the proper and sufficient antagonist to 
erroi, and has nothing to fear from the conflict, 
unless by human interposition disarmed of her 
natural weapons, free argument and debate ; er^ 
rors ceasing to be dangerous whfti it is permitted 
freely to contradict them : 

And whereas a principal object of our venera- 
ble ancestois, m their migration to this country, 
arid settlement of this».State, was, as tliey express- 
ed it, to hold forth a lively experiment, that a 
most flourishing civil state may stand, and best 
be maintained, with a full Kberty in religious con- 
cernments : 

Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly^ 
and by the authority thereof it is enacted. That no 
man shall be compelled to frequent or support any 
religious worship, place or ministry whatsoever y 
nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested or bur- 
thened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise 
suffer on account of his religious opinions or be- 
lief; but thiit all men shall be free to profess, and 
by argument to maintain, their opinions in mat- 
ters of religion, and that the same shall in no wise 
diminish, enlarge or affect their civil capacities^ 
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